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Kekheti was made in Report No Dctober 1957; however,

additional photo coverage over this area has made a more detailed
analysis possible. A'map of Kekheti has been compiled using 1942

photography as a base, with revisions made frem the 1957 photography.
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KEKHETI AMMUNITION STORAGE FACILITY

Kekheti is the site of a military ammunitien-sterage facility situated
just nerth of the main cemmunications lines extending between Tbilisi and
Baku. The town of Kekheti appears to be hardly more than a railroad
station.

This majer storage facility, located approximatel); 40 miieg south-
east of Tbilisi, is situated in the Kura River valley and e¢ncompasses an
area approximately 335 by 420 yards. The sterage facility can be divided
into two main areas, the/ammu.nitien-storage area and the suppert area.

The support area, which is located just nerth of the Tbilisi-Baku
electrified rail line, is surrounded by a single security fence. A rail
spur éurves north from the main line and extends into the support area.
A probable gx;avel-surfaced highway runs along the southwest side of the

area and parallels the railroad. Twe all-weather roads cennect the

" support area with the main highway. One connects west of the railroad

‘east of the spur line and extends north to the support area. Except for a

few graveiwsurfaced roads in a rectangular pattern, all roads in the .
support area are unimproved. A probable barracks area is located north

of the road which parallels the spur line. This area contains five build-

ings 210 by 50 feet, seven buildings 160 l;y 65 feet, four buildings 160 by 40

feet, five ?:)uildings 130 by 55 feet, and 14 smaller buildings of various

sizes. Parade grounds, training grounds, and athletic fields are also

visible in the area. Maintenance and storage facilities, located south of

the barracks, include the following buildings: one warehouse 360 by 80

feet, one warehouse 240 by 80 feet, 14 probable warehouses 130 by 45 feet,
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three buildings 170 by 65 feet, and 30 smaller buildings of various sizes.
Numerous crates are stored in the open 'é.iong the rail spur. A shell-
loading plant 1/ reported to be in the support area is not identifiable on
the photography. The ammunition-storage area located just east of the
support area is surrounded by a double security fence. There are

four guard posts located at irregular intervals around the fenced area,
which has only two main entrances. An irregularly-shaped gravel
surface road network services the storage area and conngzcgs‘to each
warehouse. A railroad spur also services the area. Buildings include
one large shipping warehouse 660 by 45 feet, 26 storage warehouses
270 by 65 feet, one L-shaped building 300 by 50 feet, ari& 20 miscel-
laneous warehouses of various sizes. Although there are low walls
around a few warehcuses, no high blast walls are visible. An open
storage area is located just south of the railroad spur.

References

2. GX 1412B, exp 176-177; GX 1820SK, 1 Oct 1942, exp 87; GX

1853, 9 Oct 1942, exp 219, 257

Graphic Supplement

Map of Kekheti ammunition storage facility
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